
S. RUTH BREIG, OSF 

 

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS  
PO BOX 100   OLDENBURG, IN 47036   
WWW.OLDENBURGFRANCISCANS.ORG  
FACEBOOK:  FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF OLDENBURG  

 

 

November 8, 2019 
 
Dear Sisters, Associates, Co-workers, Family and Friends,  
 
Early on the evening of November 7, shortly after sunset, S. Ruth Breig (S. Rose Michael) passed 
quietly from this life to eternal life. The twilight drew her gently into the joy of being held in the palm 
of God’s hand for she knew that she was precious in God’s eyes. 
 
Ruth Brieg was born into a home that was full and busy. Her parents, John and Emma had 12 
daughters. Ruth was the third youngest.  After the evening meal, they all sat around the table and 
prayed the rosary. Each of them had chores to do but doing the dishes was a team effort. Ruth relates, 
“We had a fair amount of fussing but we had a lot of love and laughter too.” 
 
Ruth attended Saint Anthony’s grade school in Dayton where she was taught by our Sisters. Though 
school was not easy for her, she was happy when she met our Sisters. She had a lot of fun helping them 
after school. “They were a happy and joyful bunch. That was the beginning of my Franciscan 
vocation,” said Ruth. “I liked what I saw and wanted what they had. I wanted to follow God like they 
did.” She also had a sister who preceded her into the community, Sister Rita Carol.   
 
Ruth attended Julienne High School where she was taught by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.  
She had a sister in the Notre Dame de Namur community but the Franciscans caught her heart. In high 
school, she aspired to be on the All Star team in basketball. Being short didn’t stop her. Because of her 
love of sports and determination she succeeded. The Reds were her sports team. As a true Reds fan, 
she would attend games whenever she could.  
 
When Ruth was invested as a novice, she took the name of S. Rose Michael. One of her classmates 
took the name, S. Jean Michael, and Ruth referred to the two of them as twins.  
Happy as she was, when she entered the community, a classmate reported during her postulant year, 
she was always going to the basement to “pack” her trunk.   
 
Ruth had a long teaching career. She was an excellent primary teacher and had her way of encouraging 
shy children. She mentored beginning teachers, helping them grow in confidence and encouraging new 
ideas.   
 
Arts and crafts were of great interest to Ruth, and she was in her glory as she decorated her colorful 
classroom. She learned to macramé, made beaded jewelry and learned how to crochet. She eventually 
branched out to be an art teacher for five years.  
Upon retiring from teaching, she worked for the Central Indiana Council on Aging. There she helped 
elderly people remain in their homes.  Later, the Human Resources Office at the Motherhouse 
benefitted from Ruth’s skills as a clerk for 11 years. 



 
Ruth was never one to pass up a community trip or outing. She was quite adventurous as she ventured 
out to the public library to get books to read before that was the thing to do. 
For their 25th Jubilee, her class went to New York and once upon returning from a trip to Canada, she 
and another Sister had to give up a bag of oranges that they had purchased.  
 
A lover of candy and always sharing, Ruth distributed the candy that she received from relatives to the 
Sisters on the third floor of Saint Clare Hall. 
 
We thank you, Ruth, for the gifts that you have shared with so many children as well as their parents 
and with the elderly.  We thank you for sharing your life with us. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Sister Ruth’s sisters, Glenna, Joan, Rita Jane and Mary Ellen, along with 
their families as well other family members, classmates and friends.  
 
Our thanks to her caregivers and pastoral care in Saint Clare Hall.   
 
 
Thankful for this generous woman,  
 
 
S. Annette Grisley  
For the General Council  
 
 
SISTER RUTH (formerly S. Rose Michael) BREIG OSF 
 

                           Birth:  August 23, 1930 
 Entrance into Religious Life:  September 8, 1948 
     Entrance into Eternal Life:  November 7, 2019 
 
 
MISSIONS AT WHICH S. RUTH SERVED: 
 

1950-1954   Our Lady of Lourdes, Indianapolis IN 1969-1973   St. Mary, Rushville IN 
1954-1957   St. Christopher, Indianapolis IN              1973-1981   Little Flower, Indianapolis IN 
1957-1958   St. Mary, New Albany IN   1981-1983   St. Louis, Batesville IN 
1958-1959   St. Joseph of Nazareth, Cincinnati OH     1983-1985   Shalom Community, Indianapolis IN 
1959-1961   Holy Name, Beech Grove IN  1985-1986   St. Pius X School, Indianapolis IN 
1961-1963   Our Lady of Perpetual Help,   1986-1997   St. Simon School, Indianapolis IN 
                         Cincinnati OH    1997-1998   Ministry Search 
1963-1964   St. Ann, Hamilton OH   1998-1998   Council for the Aging, Indianapolis IN 
1964-1966   St. Anthony, Dayton OH    1998-2000   The Access Network, Indianapolis IN 
1966-1969   St. Louis, Batesville IN   2000-2019   Motherhouse, Oldenburg IN 
 
 
Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Weigel Funeral Home – visit their website to view Sister’s 
online memorial, and if desired, an online condolence may be left on the site to share with her family and the 
Franciscan Sisters – www.Weigelfh.com  
 
Memorial Donations in Sister’s memory may be given online at www.OldenburgFranciscans.org

http://www.weigelfh.com/


 


