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Continuing the Journey ...

Dear Friends,
Spring is approaching. We look around to see the first signs
of new life. White snowdrops and crocuses of all colors prepare
to push up through the soil and sometimes even the snow.
Moving more slowly toward that new life are the buds on trees
that have been storing energy throughout the winter.

What do we do to bring new life to the world around us?
S. ANNETTE GRISLEY OSF
Councilor

Each Sister’s journey is unique. Sister Robbie Pentecost’s journey took her from ministering in the city to the homeless or those in public housing to beginning a school for
women in Appalachia. Bringing new life to those marginalized has always drawn her
attention. Sister Claire Whalen’s journey also found her engaging in variety of ministries. After teaching in higher education, she brought new life to Michaela Farm and
shared the bounty of fresh produce with those on a limited income. Concern over our
use of fossil fuels that contribute to production of greenhouse gases led her to work
with others to nurture new life through the use of renewal energy to benefit humans
and our earth for years to come.
As part of the celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati,
Sister Margie Niemer or ganized our Sister s and Associates along with other volunteers to bring new life to the Casa de Paz by doing fall housecleaning and yard work.
The Casa de Paz is a domestic abuse shelter for Hispanic women and children.
The Faithful Servant Fund provides the opportunity to fund our Sisters’ ministries in
part-time ministries which might otherwise fall by the wayside. A Sister’s presence and
assistance can bring new life to those in need of encouragement.
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As we anticipate the 40th Anniversary Celebration of our Associate relationship, we are
grateful for the new life that our Associates have shared with us as we have journeyed
together through the years. This year we are celebrating with gratitude the lives of nine
25-year Jubilarians and four 15-year Jubiliarians.
A number of our Sisters are now experiencing new life resting in God’s presence.
S. Bernetta Stuhrenberg, S. Myra Peine, S. Rose Marie McCann, S. Joan
Luerman, S. Patricia Zartman, and S. Mary Paul Larson brought new life to
those to whom they ministered through teaching, hospital chaplaincy, and parish work.
What a variety of gifts they shared!

May we be a source of new life to all we meet and for
our world and all creation.
With abundant blessings,

S. Annette Grisley, OSF
For the General Council

OldenburgFranciscans.org
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S. Robbie Pentecost, OSF:
Reaching out to isolated
women in Appalachia

with

Excerpts reprinted with permission from the Global Sisters Report

Linda Bryant - FEB 15, 2022
Sr. Robbie Pentecost (left), executive director of the New Opportunity School for Women in Berea,
Kentucky, presents Barbara Harvey with a completion certificate from NOSW's two-week residential
program in 2018. Harvey and other graduates provided the school’s leadership with ideas about how
to serve Appalachian women after the COVID-19 pandemic forced the school to halt in-person classes.
(Courtesy of New Opportunity School for Women)

S. Robbie Pentecost has worked with a
broad range of underserved people, the
homeless, public housing residents,
grassroots women entrepreneurs and
financially challenged families. There's
a common thread stitching together her
ministries.
"I have always been drawn to work
with those on the margins, whether it
be people who find themselves homeless or who are at risk of being homeless in St. Louis or Appalachian women
who often are disregarded even among
their families," Pentecost said.
Pentecost has been a member of the
Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, for
37 years. In 2017, she became executive director of the New Opportunity
School for Women in Berea, Kentucky,
after having served on its board of
directors for two years. The New
Opportunity School is an educational
outreach program for low-income,
under-educated Appalachian women.
Pentecost already had extensive experience in the region. She served as
executive director of the Catholic Committee of Appalachia, serving the 26
Catholic dioceses in the Appalachian
region and was a major gifts officer
with the Christian Appalachian Project
2005-2015.
Since 1987, the New Opportunity
School has worked with Appalachian
women to overcome obstacles to
healthy and fulfilling lives. Their approach focuses on building self-esteem,
setting realistic goals and staying connected to women in similar circumstances.
Over 900 women, the vast majority
chronically poor and entering the
program earning $10,000 or less a year,
have completed the school's free twoweek residential program. Dozens of
others have completed or are currently
enrolled in the school's fast-growing
three-day non-residential sessions or
taking online workshops that teach
essential life skills.
OldenburgFranciscans.org

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck in 2020, Pentecost was forced to look for creative
ways to provide their services to more women. The school ended up expanding its online
offerings, an action that brought unexpected success and growth.
GSR: How did COVID affect the New Opportunity School for Women?
Pentecost: COVID taught us that we need to be nimble and responsive. We had been resistant to going online with our work, but we quickly had to pivot. Most of our referrals had
been coming from places that had to shut down because of COVID — adult education, social service and recovery programs, domestic violence centers. They were not going to be
sending anyone to us.
We decided to immediately reach out to graduates. We found out so much from them.
We were worried that people wouldn't be able to connect, but they have adapted and offered
support in amazing ways. We've gotten grants and been able to provide nine computers that
we can loan out to people. Now if they live in the far eastern part of the state, we can collaborate with community partners to give access. They can go to the facility to use a computer.
We're working right now with the Appalachian Regional Health Care System. They own 14
hospitals, mostly in Kentucky, but two or three are in West Virginia. They have the capability of bringing people online for sessions. We're in conversation with them about doing
some work for their employees on topics such as self-esteem, setting boundaries and how to
stop that nitpicker in your head from driving you nuts with negative thoughts. If we can
help frontline workers cope, I say, yes, let's figure out how to do it. We were resistant to
online because we didn't think we could deliver the quality of service that you can in person. We have found that online you can still form community.
GSR: What are some of your biggest challenges in steering the organization?
We are a small organization doing big things. We're often just trying to figure out where our
place is and how to maintain sustainable funding. One of our biggest challenges is being
recognized as a major player in the region. So many of the programs here are either aimed
at men or children. Because we deal with women, a lot of times people don't think about us.
Women get left behind, and I think there's a lot more room for us to be a key player.
What I love about the work that we do is that we provide the women tools that build their
confidence and self-worth in a trusting community of other women. I love helping women
come to know the beauty within them — it's a sparkle of God coming alive with each
person I meet. The peer-to-peer approach that we use also allows us to see the women as
friends and not just students or participants.
Another one of our challenges is shifting the thought that it's not about how many people
you serve, but how many people are stable at the end of it. Appalachian culture has some
unique characteristics. People can be slow to accept you. I've been here in Appalachia 26
years, so I think I'm accepted a little more, but it takes time. When I first got here, we had
served 24 people that year. Last year we served 125.
GSR: That’s a big jump — about 400%. Has it been hard to fund the program?
Over the past two years we ended up getting two huge legacy gifts. Now we have a very
stable reserve. The board of directors was able to complete a strategic plan, and we incorporated additional staff that builds our capacity. Our programming has tripled.
GSR: What happens when somebody is really in trouble because of a domestic violence
situation or drug addiction?
We've realized in the last few years that our program is not for people in crisis. If somebody
calls us in that case, we'll make sure they get into a safe place so they can focus on that
crisis first. Many programs only deal with people in crisis, but what do you do for those in
transition out of a crisis? So, what we have is a place where they can move out of the initial
crisis and start to plan for what's next steps. We're the transitional piece.
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S. Claire Whalen, OSF

~
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“I became a
Sister of
St. Francis
and you had
asked why I
chose to be
a teacher,”
Whalen said.

S. Claire Whalen, OSF presents solar energy information at an
Oldenburg Town Council Meeting to encourage city officials to
consider solar-powered street lights for the Village.

Reprinted with permission from the Daily News

Josie Clark, Inspiration Series - Daily News - JAN 13, 2022

Inspiration Park was recently unveiled
“in honor of all women, past, present and
future that left their mark on Batesville.”
Five trailblazers were honored in the park and an additional 19 women were nominated for the honor. The Daily
News is presenting a series of articles that focus on those
women’s stories that are not engraved in the new park.
Sister Claire Whalen of the Order of St. Francis was nominated by Deana Hookway. Whalen was born in Cincinnati
and attended a high school staffed by the Oldenburg
Franciscans. Once she graduated, she joined their
congregation. She’s been a Sister of St. Francis for more
than 70 years.
Hookway called Whalen a “tireless advocate” and an environmental champion, explaining that she can run circles
around people 50 years younger than her.
Whalen became a teacher and taught for decades, first as
an elementary school teacher at St. Christopher School in
Speedway and then as a college professor at Marian
University. She enjoyed empowering others to create
and move toward their own potential.
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“I didn’t.
I chose to be
a nun, but
this order
was a teaching order so I Batesville’s Inspiration Park as decorated for its D
began teaching elementary school and I
went on to teach teachers at our college
[Marian University] in Indianapolis.”
She described herself as young and
inexperienced but happy to be creative with her gifts. As she grew in
her faith, experience and profession, she realized that her gifts
from God gave her the ability to
instigate change in the world.

“I don’t think we call it
‘retire,’” Whalen said.
“We retread. We bring all
the experience, the skills that
we’ve learned in our first
ministry to the next one.”
After she left the school, she became the director of
St. Francis’s Office of Personnel Services in order to
guide sisters on how to change ministries. Then she
took a position as Marian’s Academic Dean. She retired
from that job at the age of 61.
Whalen was then asked to join the staff of Michaela
Farm during its revitalization. She was responsible for
the programming and the work of creating trails
through the woods to allow people to see the beauty
of the land.
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ng for the Earth
“I guess I’ve been a trailblazer all my life,” Whalen said.

December 3rd dedication.

When she retired again in 2001,
Whalen said she was still working
part-time at the farm. She helped
develop the Share the Bounty
program to help those on a limited income have access to fresh
food. A requirement of the food
issuance was that recipients complete a cooking class created by
Whalen with the fresh foods
available. This program led to the
development of the Laughery
Valley Growers Coop.

Kathy Cooley was Whalen’s Share the Bounty cooking class
demonstrator. The two would later become co-founders of
the Food and Growers Association.

“And as an older person, I want
people to know that they can
continue learning every day of
their life,” Whalen said.
“I know people volunteer, which
is great, but they could also be
instigators.”
Whalen became connected with the
fossil-fuel debate due to her belief in the
importance of caring for all of God’s
creation. She has served on the Hoosier
Environmental Council, created the
Oldenburg Renewable Energy Commission
and was named a Hoosier Resilience Hero
by the Environmental Resilience Institute in 2019.

S. Claire Whalen, OSF and Jim Lakewind relax amid the
serenity of Michaela Farm’s wooded conservation area.

“People don’t write their own legacies,
others write it for them,” Whalen said.
“But if I were to write my own legacy,
I would say that I have been true to my
passions, that I have followed the
inspiration of the Spirit. As a Franciscan
woman, you know that Francis was very
connected with creation. Because of that,
we have that background, that training
you might say, in realizing our intimate
connection with all of creation.
So, I would hope that they would see that
I have been true to my passion.”

Lately, Whalen’s time has been dedicated to creating two
historical narratives: one of Michaela Farm’s history and the
accomplishments of the Sisters there and another about her
time as Academic Dean at Marian College.
The activist, educator and historian continues to promote
healthy local food and has increased her advocacy for clean,
renewable energy sources as a way to decrease greenhouse
gas emissions.

OldenburgFranciscans.org

Former farm staff members, Sisters Ann Marie Quinn,
Carolyn Hoff, Marie Nett and Claire Whalen at Michaela Farm.
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Day of Service at Casa de Paz
In celebration of the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati’s 200th Anniversary,
the archdiocese organized a
committee of representatives
from each Community that has
ever served to see how the
religious Communities might
contribute in celebrating the
milestone anniversary.
Each Community within the committee identified a
project – some chose several projects, to be held on
October 9, 2021.
S. Margie Niemer, OSF, r epr esented the Oldenburg Franciscans and noted, “We decided that since
the Community’s Sisters had originally come to serve,
we would hold a day of service.”

MISSION:
Casa de Paz facilitates the transition of women
and children from victims of domestic violence
to confident, self-reliant individuals.
Our particular focus is on the Latino community.
We provide a culturally sensitive, temporary
home where healing and growth can take place.

VISION:
Casa de Paz offers a secure and safe haven for
Latina women and their children in the Greater
Cincinnati area to begin a new life, free from
abuse and trauma. We guide and support the
families unconditionally, without judgment and
with inclusion and confidentiality, in order to
facilitate their transformation. We provide
programs of education and growth—
psychological-emotional, vocational, and
spiritual—through partnerships with
professional services and a network of
volunteers.
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S. Margie, Parish Life coordinator at St. Bernard and
Mother of Christ parishes in Cincinnati explained,

“I chose to host a day of service at Casa de
Paz, a domestic abuse shelter for Hispanic
women and children, because of a previous
relationship between the organization and
one of the parishes where I am ministering.
We had 16 people volunteer for our team
and we sorted clothes, new toys, painted
doorframes, cleaned restrooms, did yard
work, moved furniture, etc. We worked for
four hours and accomplished a lot!
Projects similar to ours happened throughout the Archdiocese, so I’m sure it involved
several hundred people.”
Sisters joining S. Margie in volunteering that day
included Sisters Patti Zureick, Ann Vonder Meulen,
Janet Linz, Maggie Rahe, Ann Marie Quinn, and
Postulant Hannah Houser. Each of the Sister s
invited others to join the group.
S. Margie summarized the project by adding,
“Casa de Paz is doing so much to help young
Hispanic women and their children to get a
second chance at establishing a good family life.
Aiding such a group is a hallmark of our
Franciscan charism.”

Some

“Love and charity, are service, helping others,
serving others. There are many people who spend
their lives in this way, in the service of others. …
When you forget yourself and think of others,
this is love! And with the washing of the feet the
Lord teaches us to be servants, and above all,
servants as He was a servant to us, for every one
of us."
- Pope Francis
Jubilee audience, March 12, 2016

Sorting supplies

of the members of the Franciscan group of volunteers gathered at the end of a very productive day
Storing toys

Sorting linens
OldenburgFranciscans.org

Organizing toys
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PROVIDING FOR OUR FAITHFUL SERVANTS
… the Cost of Serving the Under Served
By Sue Siefert, Executive Director, Office of Congregational Advancement

Having served the Sisters for the past 15 years, I am frequently asked,

“How many Sisters are in the Community?”
Folks are often surprised to learn that the Oldenburg Franciscans have
150 members, 45 of whom remain in active ministries receiving fulltime and part-time stipends, and 105 of whom live at Oldenburg, some
are continuing to minister locally as they are able, 43 of these Sisters
live in St. Clare Hall, our healthcare facility.
Of those Sisters who currently minister full-time, many are in their 70s
and are interested in continuing as faithful servants ministering where
the need is greatest, but on a part-time basis. While their intentions are
noble, their part-time stipend does not support their full-time living
expenses. Ministering on a part-time basis would necessitate them
returning to Oldenburg and leaving behind those who desperately need
their services.

“ Among
our

While following in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi, our Sisters live
a modest lifestyle. While their living expenses are minimal, the parttime compensation from the organizations and communities in which
they serve will not provide enough for their basic needs of housing,
utilities, transportation, food and health insurance.

as

witnesses

Our Sisters want to continue to serve where the need is greatest, but
even their meager cost of living is making it prohibitive.

love

The second most frequently asked question that I receive is:

“How can I help?”
You can help by supporting our “Faithful Servant Fund” that will ensure
that our Sisters can continue to serve the less fortunate on a part-time
basis while knowing their basic living expenses are being met. While a
donation in any amount will be accepted, following are some amounts
you may want to consider:
$24,000
$12,000
$6,000
$2,000
$1,000
$_____

Will support a Sister in her ministry for a year
Will support a Sister in her ministry for 6 months
Will support a Sister in her ministry for 3 months
Will support a Sister in her ministry for 1 month
Will help support our Sisters’ ministry work
Any amount you donate will help support our
Community’s ability to provide for our Sisters’ ministries.

Will You Help?
Consider how you may help our Sisters as they continue to serve
where the need is the greatest. You may use the enclosed
envelope for your gift consideration.

On behalf of the Sisters, we hope to hear from you!
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Congratulations

to our

ASSOCIATE JUBILARIANS

A P RI L B O Y L E ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
My Associate relationship has broadened and deepened my spirituality in many ways.
It is a blessing for which I am most grateful. My relationship with the Sisters and
Associates has provided me unexpected ways to serve God, God's people, and God's
creation. It continues to be an instrument of growth and peace.

C A RO L I N A B E NTL E Y ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
By participating in the mission and prayer life of the Sisters and Associates
I am able to walk the path with those most needy, especially Hispanic children
by helping them develop their minds and creativity, so that they may impact
tomorrow’s world more profoundly.

G L O RI A G RE E N ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
I remember attending the collaborative conferences. It was a very diverse group
and was very enlightening. I learned about the Hispanic community and Native
American communities from individuals, not text books. Each year we celebrated
one another. It was the first time I had experienced this. Sharing with one another
meant so much to me. I will always be thankful for that opportunity. My faith was
inspired by the women I met. Being a part of Nia Kuumba helped me on my faith
journey. It brought me to Oldenburg which always was a place of peace and
calmness. I will be forever grateful for the Sisters and their sharing and the
Associates and their friendship, compassion and love of God.

A R DI TH H O G A N ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
As an Oldenburg Franciscan Associate, I remember the Sisters and Associates
in my prayers. I enjoy being active in my parish as an Eucharistic Minister and
continue to be concerned for others. I am very happy to be associated with the
Northern Cheyenne Tribe.

B E RTHA H OG A N ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
I have been grateful to share a prayer life within my community. I also enjoy
assisting in community and parish activities. As an Oldenburg Franciscan Associate,
I appreciate being able to share whatever skills are needed with others.

Continued on Pages 10 & 11
OldenburgFranciscans.org
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Congratulations

ASSOCIATE JUBILARIANS

M A RY J UN I E T ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
Being an Associate has kept me focused on the importance of EVERYONE I meet.
I have a heightened awareness of God’s work out my window. Through each session
I am appreciating the beauty of God even when I cannot be out.

R O SA L I N D O ’ H O RA ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
The joy of being a Franciscan Associate began before I was an official Franciscan
Associate. The love and care of the Franciscan Sisters when I was just a child
nurtured me to desire and become a servant of God. Being a Franciscan Associate has
continued to guide me to a deeper relationship with God and with the many people
I have been blessed to serve. The children I taught, the seniors I serve at the Senior
Center, the church members, my family, and my neighbors I encounter have given me
a means to serve others by the grace of God. My desire to be one with God has been
strengthened through the relationships I have developed as an Associate.
I feel truly blessed to be united with others as a Franciscan Associate.

P A T S HE E HAN ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
I was blessed to be connected with so many amazing women who are so committed
to making a positive difference in the world. I enjoy and appreciate sharing, working
with and praying with the Sisters and Associates.

B E TH T E RHE I DE ~ 2 5 Y E A R S
The Associate Relationship with the Oldenburg Franciscans has given me the
opportunity to continue the connection with the Community that has been part of my
life since early childhood. It has been a recognition and honoring of what the
Community has done for me: educated me, given me the gift of music, taught me to
pray, welcomed me, challenged me to grow, waited for me, listened to me,
healed me, inspired me to welcome and nurture the little ones, comforted me,
and given me the gift of their loving presence. It is my hope to daily reflect the soul
of the Oldenburg Franciscan Community.
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C L A I RE B RA TC HE R ~ 1 5 Y E A R S
My relationship with the Sisters of St. Francis Oldenburg Associate program
began in 2003 or 2004 when my cousin, S. Marian found out I was retired.
I soon found myself among the beautiful women at Nia Kuumba where I
discovered a completely different meaning of the words "Caring for others
and the world in which we live.” My cousin asked me to officially become an
Associate as she said I was already living the life. At the Collaborative
Conference in 2007, I talked with the late S. Joan Laughlin and Judy Hillman
about becoming an Associate. It wasn't long after that, that I officially became
an Associate of the Sisters of St. Francis where I have learned to take care of
our Mother Earth and all creation.

P A T N O SKO ~ 1 5 Y E A R S
Having been in the Community as a Sister of St. Francis for 21 years, they
helped to form me into the person I am. Through the Associate Relationship,
I am able to continue an intimate relationship with the Community and keep
updated on its ministry and the growth of its members.

E T HE L O ’ B RI E N ~ 1 5 Y E A R S
As an Oldenburg Associate I have been able to serve the Navajo people and
God. I was graced to serve at St. Mary’s Mission in Tohatchi as a cook and
minister of hospitality for the Church. I have really enjoyed working for God.

R U TH K A L I N ~ 1 5 Y E A R S
My Associate relationship has given me a connection with a community
I treasure having in my life. It has opened me to new possibilities and
broadened and deepened my faith. I’ve loved my visits to Oldenburg,
participating in Chapters, traveling with the Sisters to Georgia and Texas to
witness to what we believe in, and the warm, interesting, and stimulating
conversations I’ve had with Sisters and Associates over the past 15 years.
I’m always learning more about Francis, service, relationships, faith.
For all this, I’m deeply grateful.

OldenburgFranciscans.org
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A Season of

Soul Transformation
By: S. Delouise Menges, OSF ~ First Councilor

Lent has long been identified as the Church’s springtime.
For many of us, spring denotes the season for growth,
renewal, rebirth-- a time for change. We may still have
family and friends who put a great deal of time into
“spring housecleaning”, ridding their homes of the
accumulated dust of winter and opening the windows to
take in the restorative breezes of spring. In a true sense,
the Church directs us to do a similar “soul-freshening”,
inviting us to clean out our inner cobwebs, adjust our
attitudes, and discover new energy for Christian living.

God of my Lenten journey,
Open my heart to the wonder of
your presence this holy season.
Shape me; transform me; renew my
spirit in your love.
Be with me as I walk the path of
springtime rebirth,
Trusting in your Spirit to lead me to
the fullness of life.
In Jesus’s name I pray.
Amen.
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Lent begins with the reception of ashes, remnants of
blessed palm. The cross of ashes marks our foreheads as
a sign of our inner attentiveness to God. We are signed as
consecrated people, persons on the journey to draw closer to our Creator. On Ash Wednesday we embrace our
personal path to holiness, committing ourselves to a life
of Gospel faith, expressed in action. Our ashen cross
declares our presence as Jesus in the world.
As a child, penitential practices were my stepping-stone
to a successful Lent. By making small but consistentlyobserved sacrifices, I hoped to find myself more prepared
to experience the freedom and joy of the glorious Easter
observance. There is no doubt that penance, still a
directive of the Church for Lenten observance, is a necessary means to recognize ourselves in our sinful condition.
Catholic teaching in this twenty-first century continues to
remind us to choose meaningful sacrifices that will not
only improve our relationship with God but benefit
others. The funds saved by our sacrifices of desserts
during Lent, for example, could provide a generous and
life-changing contribution to a local food bank!
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If we let it, however, our Lenten
observance can actually change us deep
within. A means to ensure some “change
of heart”, some inner transformation, is
the observance of the Three Pillars of
Lent. These practices open our thinking,
our spirit, to put aside our selfishness and
sin and to stir new life into being.
The Pillar of Prayer is an invitation to a
deeper connection with God. Lent is a
“prime time” to enter into communication
with God by making more space for the
Divine Presence in our lives. Whether it be
before work in the morning, at the conclusion of our day, or by more frequent
participation in our parish Liturgy, we can
renew our relationship simply by being
with God in quiet and solitude. The Scripture readings for each day of the Lenten
season are a step-by-step approach to
embodying the “tone” of Lent, to understanding our relationship with God and his
endless river of love and mercy in our
lives. Through daily attentiveness to
God’s presence in prayer, we open our
hearts for God to accomplish change in us.
Prayer joins us heart and soul to God and
makes us more like Jesus, who communed
with the Father continually.
The Pillar of Fasting is an ancient Lenten
tradition in the Church. We all recognize
the necessity of food; our very living and
health depend upon nourishment. Yet
when we choose to fast, we acknowledge
that God’s grace within us is more
important than any material substance of
this world. We tell God (and ourselves)
that our dependence is on Him alone,
the wellspring of our lives.

Such fasting serves to build our inner resources, to
create space within us for God’s grace to be present and
active. As we journey through Lent and continue our
practice of fasting, we will discover, like Jesus did, a new
strength in dealing with temptation and in living a life
centered on the commandment of love.
The Pillar of Almsgiving lends a concrete reality to our
Lenten sacrifices. It becomes an active, meaningful
expression of our penitential practices, going beyond
ourselves to change the lives of others. We may
discover that what we offer others through alms is an
act of justice—giving to the poor what is rightfully theirs
as human beings. This can change our attitudes toward
others, especially the less fortunate in our society,
because we begin to express the truth of their value as
our own brothers and sisters. The power to expand our
hearts and see our interconnectedness with all others
can be an enormous grace given to us as we carry out
our call to almsgiving. During this Lenten season, our
neighbor comes into clearer focus as Christ in our
midst—the one to whom we offer acts of love and
consideration.
In the observance of these 40 days of Lent, we have
the opportunity to shed our old selves and find the
more sensitive, human layer of ourselves unfolding.
Our hearts, leaning humbly on God, can become more
obedient, more others-centered, and more at peace
with ourselves and our daily circumstances. Lent’s
transformative power can refresh our Christian faith
and bring us, renewed, to the glory of Easter’s new life.

We are encouraged to fast from more
than food; Lent directs us to refrain from
harsh words, judgmental attitudes,
and our tendencies to selfishness.

OldenburgFranciscans.org
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EPIPHANY STAR SOCIETY
In 2021, the Sisters of St. Francis established the Epiphany Star Society to honor and
thank our current donors who have included the Sisters in their estate plans.
These legacy gifts will allow our faithful supporters to continue sharing in our mission
and providing for our senior Sisters long into the future.
The Epiphany Star is an important symbol for Oldenburg Franciscans. Mother Theresa
Hackelmeier, our foundress, arrived in Oldenburg on the Feast of the Epiphany,
January 6, 1851 to establish a congregation of Sisters to minister to the German
immigrants in southeastern Indiana. Just as the Epiphany Star led the Magi to the
place where Jesus was born, so too, the light of God’s grace guided Mother Theresa
on her journey to Indiana.
The Epiphany Star continues to be a sign for us of God’s faithful presence and constant guidance. We, Sisters of St. Francis, our Associates, Co-workers and supporters
depend on the light of the Holy Spirit to direct our decisions, our actions and our lives.
By remembering the Sisters of St. Francis in your will or trust, you can insure that the
Epiphany Star continues to shine brightly, lighting the way for the Sisters as they
collaborate with others in responding to the needs of the world in years to come.

EPIPHANY STAR SOCIETY MEMBERS
S. MAUREEN IRVIN, OSF
Director, Donor Engagement

Anonymous
Michael & Mary Jane Becher
Ruth Beeler
Paul & Romaine DeLucio
Leroy & Pat Dilger
Jeanne M. O’Gara

Gloria Jean Prince
Thomas Schmidt
Sue Siefert
William Weglage
Joyce & Ronald Wolf

For information about a legacy gift, or to inform us that you have already included the
Sisters of St. Francis in your estate plans, please contact S. Maureen Irvin, our Director
of Donor Engagement at 812-933-6554 or mirvin@oldenburgosf.com.

ESTATE PLANNING TIPS:
If you are interested in including the Sisters of St. Francis in your estate plan, it is recommended that you first
consult with your financial planner. Following are options you may want to discuss with your planner:
Bequests: These make up the majority of planned gifts to the Sisters of St. Francis. They are usually easy
to prepare and can be changed at a later date if desired. Donors can allocate a specific amount of money to
give after they die, a percentage of their total estate, or they can choose to give the remainder of their
estate after all of their other bequests are paid.
Charitable Remainder Trusts: Charitable Remainder Trusts are tax-exempt, irrevocable trusts that make
annual payments to the beneficiaries for a certain amount of time, and then donate the remainder to a
nonprofit.
Retirement Assets: The donor designates all or a por tion of their r etir ement plan to the Sister s at the
end of their lifetime. This avoids the potential of heavy taxation of assets for one’s heirs.
Life Insurance: The Sisters can be designated as the beneficiar y of a paid-up life insurance policy or
one can be donated to the Sisters as the owner and beneficiary, which will be a tax-deductible gift.
A planned gift will allow you to continue supporting the Sisters of St. Francis, even after your death. It will serve as
a lasting memorial to your commitment to the Sisters. If you have questions about planned giving, please contact
me in the Advancement Office:

S. Maureen Irvin, Dir ector of Donor Engagement at 812-933-6554 or mirvin@oldenburgosf.com.
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Folks My Missouri friends have graciously
sponsored our raffle … and each year
we receive wonderful feedback from the
lucky winners!
May I count on your support of our
retired Sisters through our raffle?
Thanks in advance,

S. Pat Murray, OSF

2 ND P RIZE

1 ST P RIZE

3 RD PRIZE

 4 Box Seats at Busch Stadium in
St. Louis on Friday, June 10th

 4 Box Seats at Cincinnati’s Great
American Ball Park on Friday, July 22nd

 $500 for Hotel Accommodations of
Your Choice

 500 for Hotel Accommodations of
Your Choice

 $300 Spending Money

 $150 Spending Money

$5 E ACH

OR

 Choice of Reds or Cardinals
Fan-Friendly Gift Basket

4TH P RIZE
 Reds or Cardinals Fan-Friendly Gift
Basket not chosen by 3rd Place Winner

5 FOR $20

P E R MI T 0 1 3 8 9 5
RETURN TICKETS TO:

Baseball Raffle - PO Box 100 - Oldenburg, IN 47036
C H E C K S P AY AB L E T O : Sisters of St. Francis
INFO: Sue Siefert - 812-933-6460 or ssiefert@oldenburgosf.com

S ISTERS

OF

C ARDINALS

S T . F R AN C I S

VS .

R EDS R AFFLE

S ISTERS

S T . F R AN C I S

OF

C ARDINALS

VS .

R EDS R AFFLE

S ISTERS

OF

C ARDINALS

S T . F R AN C I S

VS .

R EDS R AFFLE

Name ____________________________

Name ____________________________

Name ____________________________

Address __________________________

Address __________________________

Address __________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

Seller ____________________________

Seller ____________________________

Seller ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

S ISTERS

OF

C ARDINALS

S T . F R AN C I S

VS .

R EDS R AFFLE

S ISTERS

OF

C ARDINALS

S T . F R AN C I S

VS .

R EDS R AFFLE

N EED M ORE T ICKETS?
You may make copies of this page, or
Call Sue Siefert, 812-933-6460.

Name ____________________________

Name ____________________________

Address __________________________

Address __________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

BASEBALL R AFFLE

Seller ____________________________

Seller ____________________________

PO Box 100 - Oldenburg, IN 47036

Phone ____________________________

Phone ____________________________

Please mail all sold tickets in the
enclosed envelope by

APRIL 15, 2022

to ensure your tickets are received!

THANK YOU!

Notables

...

With prayer as the center of our lives,
we serve in simplicity and joy.
Daily we pray both alone and together.
Coming before God in solitude,
we listen and respond to the Spirit.
Gathering in Jesus’ name we share his word
with one another and the world as a whole.
We welcome your online prayer requests
and offer our weekly reflections for each
Sunday and those from special occasions.
To submit your Prayer Request, please visit:
OldenburgFranciscans.org/prayer-requests

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION FROM OUR ARCHIVES
If you wish information regarding a former teacher, relative or friend, please contact the Archives Staff with the
specific details of your request. There is no charge for this service, however, your donation allows us to continue
our work of preserving history and making it available to others.

ARCHIVES STAFF
Sisters of St. Francis
PO Box 100
Oldenburg, IN 47036

Phone:
Email:
Hours:

812-933-6487
archives@oldenburgosf.com
M-F 9:00 am – 11:00 am; afternoons as needed

S. BERNETTA STUHRENBERG, OSF

S. M YRA P EINE , OSF

S. R OSE M ARIE M C C ANN , OSF

In the quiet of the evening of September 6, 2021
S. Bernetta Stuhrenberg passed peacefully into
the waiting embrace of our God.

As summer slipped into autumn, S. Myra Peine
entered her eternal life with God on September
24, 2021.

Amid the brilliance of sunshine on an autumn
afternoon, S. Rose Marie McCann slipped into
the loving arms of God on November 5, 2021.

Clara Helena Marie was born in Duncombe, Iowa
to farming parents Mary and Henry Stuhrenberg,
who themselves had grown up in Indiana. However, the total lack of opportunity for a Catholic
education caused her parents to abandon their
Iowa farm and return to a ranch in Indiana where
all seven children were enrolled in Catholic
schools.

Martha Jane Peine was born at home on August
13, 1930, the fourth child born to Albert and
Anna Peine in Brookville, Indiana.

Irene Rose was born in Dover, Indiana on January 26, 1934, the third child of Leroy and Loretta
McCann. When her family moved into their
grandfather’s larger house, there was an acre of
farmland to put to good use. Irene assisted her
mother in planting the garden and, at age eight,
learned to cook for the family.

At age twenty, Clara moved to Cincinnati where
she became employed as a cook and housekeeper.
Seeking further challenges, she secured a position
making war materials. Still not content, Clara
enrolled at Miller’s Business School and was
subsequently hired by an insurance company.
Her sister, Addie, also secured a job in the same
building. Bernetta revealed, “After much prayer
and consultation with a close priestly friend—and
Addie— I finally decided to try Oldenburg. I
tried it—I liked it!” There, she accepted the name
S. Bernetta. The following year, both sisters
endured the pain of separation as Addie left to
join the cloistered Trappistines in Massachusetts.
For 21 years, S. Bernetta served as an elementary
school teacher. Her enthusiasm took a new form
as she recognized the need for lay ministers in
parishes. Her fifteen years as Pastoral Associate
at St. Catherine Parish in Westwood (Cincinnati)
were enriching and fulfilling. “I truly loved visiting shut-ins, hospitals, and those in nursing
homes,” Bernetta wrote. “Thus far, this was an
even greater privilege to help the poor, bring hope
to the forgotten, giving a listening ear to those
who were alone and being sensitive to their pain.”
Her ministry of presence to others took another
direction as, for nine years, she became the After
Care Specialist at Rebold Funeral Home.

Martha’s father was a lawyer. She would later
write, “My interest in Justice and Peace issues
began as a child when I observed my parents’
concern for underprivileged persons.” It is no
surprise that S. Myra spent her teaching years in
schools in poorer areas, where she would devote her considerable energies to offering the
best possible education available.
She attended St. Michael’s School in
Brookville, Immaculate Conception Academy
and Marian College. At Marian, she was
known for her musical abilities, playing the
clarinet and singing in both the Bel Canto and A
Capella choirs.
Following graduation from Marian, Martha
entered the Oldenburg Franciscans, following in
the footsteps of her two aunts, Sisters Mary
Jane and Mary Albert Peine.
S. Myra, began teaching at St. Rita’s School in
Indianapolis. After receiving her Master’s degree at Cardinal Stritch in Milwaukee and becoming a reading specialist, she was missioned
to St. Joseph’s School in Kansas City.
After twenty-one years at St. Joseph’s, Myra
returned to Oldenburg and became the Activities Director, a position which allowed her creativity, her music, and her passion for justice and
peace to find new avenues of expression.
Myra’s love of flowers found an outlet in the
flower bed outside Theresa Hall and also in the
herb garden at Michaela Farm.

In an addendum to her autobiography, Bernetta
expressed her greatest wish for the end of her life:
“hopefully I’ll hear the words: ‘Faithful one,
enter and be reunited with family and friends’!
Oh, what joy that will be!” We celebrate the
joyous reunion which Bernetta now lives in the
beauty of eternal life!

When memory issues made it difficult to continue in this ministry, Myra retired. But her
desire to help others never left her. She would
still be seen weeding a flower bed or taking
someone out for a wheelchair ride. Myra’s life
was one of service. She embodied the line from
our Constitution: “We serve and work in love.”

Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Delouise Menges, OSF, for the General Council.

Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Barb Leonhard, OSF, for the General Council.
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Irene’s elementary education took place at St.
John the Baptist School in Dover. After two years
in a public high school, her mother arranged for
Irene to transfer to Immaculate Conception Academy. Irene was accepted into the Oldenburg
Franciscan Community and became S. Rose Marie. Noting this change, Irene stated, “I was born
into a wonderful family of 11. Then, at age 17, I
was born into a loving family of approximately
800 women religious!”
As a novice, Rose Marie prepared meals for
priests who visited the Convent for special
events. Her cooking skills were further utilized
when she temporarily replaced S. Conradine
Will, the Motherhouse cook who was taking a
vacation. Then, together with her friend S. Mel
Hoffman, Rose Marie volunteered her services in
the Convent Infirmary.
Rose Marie’s teaching career included schools
in rural, inner city and urban Indiana and Ohio
communities and spanned 34 years, where she
focused on teaching primary grade students and
specialized in reading education.
When she felt it was time to seek another ministry, Rose Marie took nursing classes and became
a Qualified Medical Assistant. With this new
license, she was employed by Marquette Manor
Health Care Center, Indianapolis in 1987 to distribute medications.
Still eager to take on another ministry, Rose Marie asked to be the cook for the Sisters living at
Marian University. Her specialty dessert was
homemade lemon meringue pie—a culinary treat.
She remained with the Marian Sisters until her
retirement to the Motherhouse in 2011.
Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Delouise Menges , OSF, for the General Council.
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S. P ATRICIA Z ARTMAN , OSF

S. M ARY P AUL L ARSON , OSF

In autumn’s peacefulness, S. Joan Luerman was
welcomed home by God on November 4, 2021.

On December 19, 2021, S. Pat Zartman celebrated her entry into eternal life with God.

On January 17, S. Mary Paul Larson completed
her journey to her eternal home.

Margaret Ellen was born in Richmond, Indiana,
the third of five daughters to bless the Anthony
and Hilda Luerman family.

Patricia Ann Zartman was born on June 19,
1929 in Cleveland as the first of two children
born to William and Mary “Adele” Hankey.
After graduating from high school, Pat trained
to be a nurse. There she met and married
William Zartman and their first son was born.
Her husband, a Naval Reserve officer, was
called into duty during the Korean conflict, and
was discharged in 1952. Two more sons and a
daughter later joined the family.

Mary Ann Larson was born in Vincennes, Indiana, on May 6, 1929, as the first of six daughters
born to Paul and Mary Larson.

S. J OAN L UERMAN ,

OSF

Margaret went on to share the first of her many
experiences attributed to angels: “When I was
five years old, one of my friends came to take me
for a ride in his wagon. I was asleep when he
came, so mother did not awaken me. Upon returning to his home, he was struck by a truck and
killed instantly. I remember clearly my mother’s
words: ‘Your guardian angel was taking care of
you.’ I often thought of these words and wondered what the good Lord wanted me to do.”
The answer to that question Margaret credited to
her 8th grade teacher and principal S. Georgine
Bocklage and to her aunt Sister Frances Romaine.
Following them, she entered the Oldenburg
Franciscan Community in 1953, taking the name
Joan for St. Joan of Arc and for her little sister
Joan who was killed in a playground accident
shortly before Joan entered the convent.
Joan continued her education at Marian College
and pursued a Master’s degree from Clarke
College in Dubuque, Iowa, and later another in
Ministry and Spirituality from Seattle University.
As a teacher, she was an asset to Catholic schools
in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and Missouri. Joan
considered being one of four “pioneer Sisters”
who opened a mission in New Buffalo, Michigan,
to be a “most precious experience.” She was later
to return there as principal.

Pat began studies for a BS in Education and
taught at St. Ann’s in Groesbeck, where their
children were being educated. She continued
her education gaining a Master’s in Education
as she began teaching in a public school to help
put their children through college.

Beginning at a young age, Mary Ann played the
violin, often singing and playing for entertainment as well as in school ensembles and choruses. In high school she added piano to her repertoire. In her autobiography she wrote, “After 19
years of ‘ups and downs’ in deciding my vocation, I met the Oldenburg Sisters at Marian College, and my life was changed. At Marian I observed the great Franciscan spirit firsthand. I was
so taken by it that I felt God had led me to the
right spot. Each step of the way I felt called and
led, somehow knowing that God would provide
the path and the strength.”

In 1984, her husband died unexpectedly. As she
mourned his death, she “challenged God to fill
up my life again,” and He did. She met the Sisters at St. Bart’s. Experiencing the joy of the
Sisters, she began discerning whether she might
have a call to live religious life.

During her early years in the Community, S.
Mary Paul taught in a variety of schools in Indiana, serving mainly in the primary grades—and
occasionally as principal. She returned to Marian
College in 1976 as an Instructor in Education and
as a Supervisor of Student Teachers.

In1986 she became a Postulant living at St.
Bart’s and later lived at Oldenburg as a novice.
She professed her first vows in 1988. After
discernment, she left the Community in 1990
and became an Associate.

Larry Cunningham, principal at St. Charles
School in Pryor, Montana became acquainted
with S. Mary Paul later in her active ministry life.
Before her retirement he wrote an article for the
St. Labre Indian School newsletter in which he
summarized Mary Paul’s life: “Responsibility is
a word that has characterized Sister’s life. Her
passion was to teach, and teach she did.”

In 1996, Pat’s son, Joseph died unexpectedly.
In her sadness she found herself being drawn
closer to Jesus and especially to Mary, our
Mother of Sorrows. As Pat wrote, “I can easily
identify with Mary and her Son, and can say
that God is a good and giving God, who walks
with us and loves us in all our neediness.”

Joan was instrumental in forming an Associate
group who share in the Franciscan spirit and prayer in the Bedford area.

Pat felt she had a second family with the Oldenburg Community, and we felt that way about
her daughter Patty, a loyal friend and visitor.

Asked about her plans for retirement after 17
years in Pryor, Mary Paul responded, “We have
many elderly sisters whom I will be helping, and
I want to do more with my music and art. I will
spend a good deal of time experimenting with
different mediums of painting. I will also have
more time for my love of reading, writing poetry,
creating art and playing music. I am going to
miss my friends in Pryor and looking out my
window each morning at the Pryor Mountains
stretching across the landscape in such regal
beauty. To me they symbolize the Indian people;
they have been worn down and trampled, but they
have prevailed and still stand tall and proud.”

Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Christa Franzer, OSF, for the General Council.

Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Annette Grisley, OSF, for the General Council.

Excerpts from the Memorial Letter written by
S. Christa Franzer , OSF, for the General Council.

St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Bedford, Indiana,
where Joan ministered as teacher and pastoral
minister for 34 years, captured her heart. There
she served on the Family Life and Social Concerns Commission as well as the Bedford Ministerial Association. She was instrumental in developing “Ruthie’s Place,” a shelter for women and
children. She worked at the St. Vincent de Paul
Society to help the poor and homeless in the area.

OldenburgFranciscans.org

Pat experienced a strong desire to return to
Community and was invested in 1999. After
volunteering at Our Mother of Sorrows and
serving as a chaplain for Mercy Franciscan
Health, Pat retired to the Motherhouse where
she served as a phone operator.
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